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MVCI Board member, Cindy Brenneman gave the introduction. She gave an honorable welcome to the 

notables who attended the meeting, City Council member Sandy Genis and CMPD Chaplain Dave Brooks. 

It was a very informative night and Tom Hatch, City Manager of Costa Mesa, did an incredible job 

answering all the audience questions.  

Cindy B. introduced the MVCI board members and invited anybody who might be interested in serving 

on the Board of MVCI to please contact the Board through the website: 

(https://mesaverdecommunity.org/) 

Cindy then introduced City Manager Tom Hatch. 

Here are the topics that Mr. Hatch spoke on:  

Topic #1: Fire Station #1  

Fire Station #1 is on Royal Palm and Adams and is one of the six fire stations in the City of Costa Mesa. 

Construction has already begun. This will be a $10 million dollar project, and due to the revenue 

obtained from South Coast Plaza and the Harbor Boulevard of Cars (164 dealerships, large and small) 

residing in Costa Mesa, the project will be paid for in cash entirely. This fire station was one of the first 

fire stations built in Costa Mesa, it is being replaced with a new station designed for the 21st century. It is 

expected to be completed in about a year. Mr. Hatch also stated that MVCI will be invited out upon 

completion of project to tour the new building. 

Some members of the audience expressed concern regarding entrance of the firetrucks onto Adams 

Blvd., en route to emergency. Mr. Hatch explained that that concern was brought up during the planning 

process and after much consideration the resolution was decided to be the installation of controlled 

light signals to stop traffic on Adams before the fire trucks enter onto Adams. 

 



Topic #2: Mesa Verde Medians 

The project is under way and was started about 6 weeks ago. It is now in the irrigation stage and is 

expected to be complete in about 6 weeks.  

 

 

Topic #3: Lions Park Improvements 

 

 

 

The Lions Park project will be done in phases. The gymnasium and the pool will stay the same. The 

Donald Dungan Library will continue regular business while the demolition of the Neighborhood 

Community Center starts and the build of the new library is underway.   



This phase of the project is in the bidding process and 9 contractors are competing for the job. 

Construction should start in about a year and the new library should be complete around January 2019.  

The new library will be a 20,000 square foot, state-of-the-art facility for all ages. The new library will 

have 2 community rooms, one with 100 person capacity and the other with 40 person capacity. There 

will be a few other rooms that can hold around 8 individuals for youth after school projects or small 

meetings.  It will also have a special teen area, and a children’s library five times larger than the current 

one.  

Upon completion of the new library, the old Donald Dungan library will be converted into a new 

Community Center with one meeting room that will hold 300 people and a smaller one that holds 40 

people. It’s expected to take 8-10 months to complete this phase of the project with an estimated 

completion date of February 2020. 

The entire Lions Park Improvements project will cost $36 million dollars.  $18 million will be paid for in 

cash and the other $18 million will be debt financing. The existing debt ($1.2 million yearly) from the 

widening of Victoria will be paid off and the same payment amount will be transferred to the $18 million 

Lions Park project. It will be $25 million to build the library, $5-6 million for the park and $5 million to 

renovate the old Donald Dungan library into a Community Center.  

The airplane park playground area will be upgraded, and a beautiful one acre open green space will be 

created next to the new library that could be used for art shows, farmers markets and concerts in the 

park.  

 

 The Donald Dungan library is being converted into the new Community Center and will have a meeting 

room that can hold 300 persons.  

 



There are also plans to build an 890-square-foot café near the park. 

 

 

The Costa Mesa Senior Center and Costa Mesa golf course will be opening their doors to allow non-

profits and community groups to continue their meetings while this construction project is underway.  

 

Topic #4: Los Angeles Chargers 

The Hive building on Susan St. which consists of 100,000 square feet, is in the midst of renovation. The 

open space that has just been cleared of large plants will be used as their practice facility. The Chargers 

have 8 games in L.A. and 8 games away but the players, coaches and activity will be focused in Costa 

Mesa. Fields #3 and #4 at the Jack Hammett Sports Complex on Fairview Rd. will be renovated and paid 

for by the Chargers.  They will be practicing there for about 5-6 weeks during the summer. It will consist 

of players, coaches and trainers at the facility during these weeks. It is costing the Chargers $500,000 to 

renovate each of these fields. The City of Costa Mesa will be receiving an annual income of $150,000 

from the Chargers for their use of these sites. The Chargers are also donating $50,000 for a mobile 

recreation van for AYSO to use for the transportation of sports gear. The Chargers are in “Charge” of 

maintaining these grounds.  

The City of Costa Mesa will make sure to keep an eye on traffic and parking concerns throughout the 

year.  

 

 

 

 



City Council member Sandy Genis received a letter from the Chargers stating that they are very thankful and 

feel lucky to be able to have their home here in the City of Costa Mesa.  

 

 
  

 

This sums up the talk time we received from City Manager, Tom Hatch. We thank him and Kelly Shelton, 
Executive Assistant to the City Manager, for their time and the information that they provided to the 
residents of Mesa Verde.  

 There were many questions asked and Tom was very gracious with his answers. Big thanks to all the residents 

that came out last night and for all the great questions you asked. See you next time! 
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